About Iberian/Renaissance Saddles:
Iberian type saddles are great for "Renaissance" period impressions...Some can be adapted for earlier impressions. For Example: The Portuguese Mixta type saddles can easily adapt to appear more like a 14th c. European war saddle due the upside-down v-shaped front pommel. However, if you're bound and determined to have a Henry V parade saddle, you'd best have it custom made!

 

Searches to use:
-"Spanish Saddle"

-"Portuguese Saddle" (plus "Portuguese saddle" as it's often misspelled)

-"Andalusian Saddle" and "Bullfighting saddle" also can be useful

-"Peruvian Saddle" and "Paso Saddle" will show breed-specific tack that is based on the early 16th c. Spanish saddles used by the conquistadores in S. America.

-Medieval or SCA saddle will sometimes yield a search result, but it's rare.

 

EBAY Stores:
Usually searches for these terms will yield a half dozen selections from such sellers as "Big Poppa" "Frontier Equestrian" "Equiteric" and C&PTack..nearly all the saddles these sellers offer are inexpensive Indian-made imported copies of brand name, European-made saddles. I have had dealings with all these sellers in the past and for the most part, they are communicative, and easy to deal with. Prices are in the $185-350 range usually. However, the quality and size/fit can vary greatly. 

 

PRIVATE SELLERS:
Steer clear of Portuguese and Spanish saddle sellers with few if any "eBay Points"...They are frequently scams! You will find more private sellers of the breed-specific and name brand saddles, low points are less worrisome here. 

 

No matter the seller, whether private or an ebay store, there are some basic questions you should ask and some guidelines to keep in mind.
 

NAME BRANDS TO LOOK FOR:
If you have a few extra dollars, getting your hands on such brand name versions listed here are well worth the money:

-Zaldi

-Ludomar

-Josea Corriea or Correiea Simeos (various spellings...depending on if the person is listing the name in the Portuguese spelling, the Spanish spelling or the English one!)

-Montena

-Raintree ( for Peruvian Saddles)

-El Potro

-El Sueno Espanol

Prices for used versions of these brand name saddles vary greatly. New, they are rarely below $1,000-1500.

 

Questions to Ask Sellers:
Seat size
Does the seller use "English" or "Western" measurements? A 16" Western seat is equivalent to 18" English, a 17" English saddle is equivalent to a 15" Western etc. Zaldi and Ludomar's "Standard" seat size is equivalent to 15" Western/17" English, btw. BE SURE TO KNOW WHAT SIZE SADDLE YOU NEED!

 

Gullet width 
These vary widely! It's important to know what width tree you need for your horse. If you don't own a horse, or if you just ride lots of different horses, a good rule of thumb is to buy a WIDE tree saddle. You can always pad a wide tree to fit a narrower horse but a narrow tree can never be made to fit a WIDE horse!!!

 

MOST eBay Indian-made Iberian saddles are too narrow for a modern American Quarter Horse, for example but might be ok for a Thoroughbred with tall withers. A Western "Semi-QH Tree" is usually 6.5-inches wide (or less!) and equivalent to an English "Medium" or "Standard" tree or a European 32cm tree. A Western "Full QH Tree" is 7-7.5 inches wide, or equivalent to a "Wide" English tree, or 34cm European tree measurement. Draft horse saddles are those which have a gullet of 8.5 inches or more (most American draft saddles are 9" or more). If a seller lists something as "draft" size, be sure to double check the actual gullet width with them. Gullet widths on most saddles are measured across the front of the saddle at a point parallel with the nail heads attaching the tree to the flaps.

 

Zaldi, Ludomar and most of the other Iberian-made brand name saddles come in various seat sizes and gullet widths. For Zaldi, the 32cm width with 15" seat is standard, 34cm width and 16" seat is called either "large" or "wide."  Ludomar's standard size is equivalent to 16" seat and 33-34cm gullet width.

 

Complete vs "No Fittings"
Saddles are sold either "complete" or without fittings. Check with the seller what comes with the saddle. Paying $500 for a saddle alone may be a tough sell for your budget, but if the saddle is "complete' and comes with saddle, stirrups, stirrup leathers, girth and/or a pad, then $500 might be more palatable! A majority of the cheap/Indian-import Iberian saddles come without fittings. Big Poppa's "reserve" price on most of his saddles is around $185-200. However, he often sells some with stirrups & leathers and some without for the same price. SO ASK!

 

Accessories:
If you want a nifty "medieval-ish" bridle, breast collar etc. to go with your new "medieval-ish" looking saddle, these searches might be helpful:

-Portuguese or Portuguese bridle (or breast collar, chest strap, breast collar)

-Spanish, Andalusian or Lusitano Bridle (or ditto above)

-Friesian or baroque bridle (or ditto above)

 

SPECIAL NOTE: As a rule, Iberian type saddles are designed to be used with both a breast collar and a crupper along with the girth. These saddles have a very nasty habit of "rolling" easily on many horses, even though with significant withers. While some folks have had no issues with rolling, I can attest that when I had the chance to try out a borrowed Ludomar Espanola on my Tennessee Walker recently (wow, talk about COMFORT!), the crupper and breast collar were essential!

 

Don't forget to search using "misspelled" versions of any of the terms here...I recently purchased a new name-brand Portuguese "Cortezina Presentation Bridle" which usually sell for close to $300 new for only $78 because the seller listed it as "Protugese Briddel" (LOL) !!!

 

If anyone else has any "ebay saddle shopping" suggestions they want to share, please feel free to post. I will cut and paste them into a reference text in the Files section of the Yahoo!Group website for the benefit of others.

 

In service,

 

Lady Ariadne De Glevo, 

Deputy KEO, Caid

Senior Equestrian Marshal, West

