
I'm Doucette, and I have a horse who is lovely and sweet but has been
lame for the entire duration of my active participation in equestrian
events.  Add to that, I don't have a trailer.  Yes, that's a double
dammit, for sure.

So far, I've noticed that showing up is 80% in this case.  I've
managed to rent a horse at one event, borrow a horse for another.
Fine, I only managed to ride two events this year - but it wasn't just
luck.  It's the SCA.  This is a very inclusive, enthusiastic group -
if you show up, pick up some rings, move some bales, set up some
heads, it seems like they fairly break their own backs trying to find
a way for you somehow.  It's not easy - it can take time - and we all
know how expensive horses are and how unwilling we all are to put a
stranger up on our own personal baby.  But if you show up and
volunteer, the people I've seen are really willing to try for you.

We all know how horses require all the time and love you can give and
then another 20% more.  How bloody expensive they are even when
NOTHING goes wrong.  Riding in the SCA takes no less, I'm afraid.
Luckily there's an alternative.

If you can't get your horse to an event, or you can't get a horse
period, here's the top five things to do at an equestrian event:

5) Watch and learn the events.  See what people do right and wrong.
Maybe you can apply it to your own training at home.  Or maybe you can
simply tell someone else how it works when they ask you.

4) Ask to play with some of the weapons after the games are over.  You
can learn a lot of this stuff from the ground.  And someone might
offer to help you.

3) Offer to help on the ground crew.  You won't believe how much
goodwill you can generate for yourself. :)  It's _totally_ not like
working jump crew at a show.  The riders personally appreciate you,
and it's actually a blast.

2) Try to apprentice yourself to a marshal for the day.  You'll learn
even more about the games.  Bonus: Marshals have the BEST seat in the
house, bar none.

1) Meet other horse people in the SCA.  You'll know who to call when
suddenly an opportunity arises to ride at an event!  And we all know
how to get a SCAdian to yap for an hour nonstop, say it with me now:
"That looks really cool.  How did you do that?"  Heh. :)

See you on the ground at Tiltyard - unless I beg, borrow or steal a
horse (is Merlin's stall door locked?)

Yours in service,
Lady Doucette de Verdun

